
 

 

                                         NEWS RELEASE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    
Contact: Spencer Jenkins 801-321-7110 
 
Oct. 6, 2008      
 

Student Enrollment Increases by almost 12,000 students 
at Utah’s Public Colleges and Universities 

 
SALT LAKE CITY – The Utah System of Higher Education (USHE) announced 
Monday that its enrollment numbers for fall 2008 increased by 11,896 total students, 
an increase of 8.48%. 
 
“The recent change in the nation’s economic climate is certainly a factor contributing 
to these increases,” said Commissioner of Higher Education William Sederburg. 
“When job opportunities lessen, people often return to college for more education or 
training.  Higher education plays a critical role in the economic vitality of our state.  An 
investment in today’s college students yields tremendous returns in our future 
economy.” 
 
The budget-related full-time equivalent (FTE) headcount, which approximates the 
number of students enrolled full-time (15 semester hours for undergraduate students 
and 10 semester hours for graduate students) per semester, also increased 
significantly by 2,717 FTE system-wide, this figure is used by USHE in seeking state-
supported funding for higher education (see attached table). 
 
Part of the large increase in non-budget related enrollment is due to the method by 
which students are counted.  According to Sederburg, “We are standardizing our 
approach so that in future years we get better comparative data in this category.”   
Non-budget related enrollment includes concurrent enrollment and programs 
financed strictly by tuition. 
 
“With enrollments increasing in the face of four-percent budget cuts, this will be a 
challenging year for our presidents,” Commissioner Sederburg stated, “Fortunately, 
Utah has very capable, experienced and dedicated presidents leading each of our 
colleges and universities.”  
 
“As a community college, we have experienced tremendous growth in a variety of 
programs, especially in our career and technical training classes,” observed Cynthia 
Bioteau, President of Salt Lake Community College, “The current enrollment growth 
we are experiencing as a higher education system is reflective of our institutions 
being a gateway to economic recovery.” 
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“Utah Valley University continues on the same growth trajectory this academic year 
as it has the past few years,” said Liz Hitch, Interim President of Utah Valley 
University, “our recent transition from a state college to university has allowed us to 
expand and add programs that better meet the growing student demands of our 
region.” 
 
The Utah System of Higher Education includes nine of its 10 public colleges and 
universities in its enrollment summary: The University of Utah, Utah State University, 
Weber State University, Southern Utah University, Snow College, Dixie State 
College, College of Eastern Utah, Utah Valley University and Salt Lake Community 
College. Numbers for the Utah College of Applied Technology are calculated 
differently and reported separately. 

 
 

Utah System of Higher Education 
Total Enrollment Fall 3rd Week 2008 

 
Total Headcount Budget-related FTE 

USHE Institution 2007 2008 Change 2007 2008 Change 
University of Utah 29,797 30,228 431 23,127 23,184 57 
Utah State University 24,421 23,925 (496) 15,668 15,706 38 
Weber State University 18,306 21,674 3,368 11,477 11,750 273 
Southern Utah University 7,057 7,516 459 5,666 5,749 83 
Snow College 3,745 3,798 53 2,289 2,369 80 
Dixie State College 5,944 6,443 499 3,872 4,332 460 
College of Eastern Utah 2,078 2,082 4 1,353 1,352 (1) 
Utah Valley University 23,840 26,696 2,856 14,371 15,614 1,243 
Salt Lake Community College 25,144 29,866 4,722 13,610 14,094 484 
USHE Total  140,332 152,228 11,896 91,432 94,149 2,717* 

*FTE change total rounded to the nearest one (1). 
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