
1

Higher Education and the 
Future of Utah

National Center for Higher Education Management Systems
3035 Center Green Drive, Suite 150
Boulder, Colorado 80301

January 28, 2009
Salt Lake City, Utah

$43,000

$50,000

a

1980

Educational Attainment and Income

AK

DE

HI
IL

IN IA
KS

MD
MA

NV NJ

NY

OH
OK

ORPA
RI

VA

WA

US

CA

CO

CT

FLMI
MN
NHTX

WI

WY
$29,000

$36,000

AZP
e
rs

o
n

a
l 
In

co
m

e
 P

e
r 

C
a
p

it

AR

GA

IN IA

LA
ME

MTNE

NC ND

OK

SC
SD

VT

AL

ID
KY

MS

MO

NMTN

TX

UT
WV

$15,000

$22,000

10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

AZ

Percent of Adults Age 25-64 with Bachelor’s Degrees

Correlation = 0.64

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census’ and American Community Survey



2
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Educational Attainment and Income

MD

MANJ

CT

$43,000

$50,000

2005

NM

NC

AK

AZ

AR

DE

GA

HI

IL

IN IA
KS

LA

ME

MT

NE

NV

NY

NDOH

OK

OR

PA RI

SC

SD VT

VA

WA
US

AL

CA
CO

FL

IDKY

MI

MN

MS

MO

NH

TN
TX

UT
WV

WI

WY

$29,000

$36,000

rs
o

n
a
l 
In

co
m

e
 P

e
r 

C
a
p

it
a

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census’ and American Community Survey

$15,000

$22,000

10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

P
e
r

Percent of Adults Age 25-64 with Bachelor’s Degrees

Correlation = 0.83

MAINTAINING A GLOBALLY 
COMPETITIVE WORKFORCE

slide 6



4

Utah Population Projections, Ages 25-64,
2000-2030
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Interim State Population Projections, 2005.
Internet Release Date:  April 21, 2005

Educational Attainment of Population Age 25-64, 2006
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Percent of Adults with an Associate Degree or Higher by 
Age Group - Utah, U.S. & Leading OECD Countries
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Projected Change in Utah Population by
Age & Race/Ethnicity, 2005-25 (in Thousands)
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Source:  Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education (WICHE), 2007
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Percent Educational Attainment of Population Age 25-64 
By Race/Ethnicity - Utah, 2006
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Utah Net Migration of Residents Age 22-64 by 
Race & Level of Education, 2006
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Difference in High School Attainment Between 
Whites and Minorities,* 2006
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Difference in College Attainment Between Whites 
and Minorities,* 2006
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CREATING A SUFFICIENT NUMBER OFCREATING A SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF 
HIGH WAGE JOBS TO EFFECTIVELY 
UTILIZE THE SKILLS OF THE POPULATION
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Median Earnings of Population Age 25-64 by Level 
of Education, 2005
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Higher Education’s Contributions to Economic 
Development

1. Research as Economic Development

2 C i li ti f h th t t2. Commercialization of research that creates new 
companies and jobs

3. Teaching entrepreneurship/assisting entrepreneurs

4. Converting research findings into problem solutions –
providing technical assistance to employers

5 C eating a elcoming en i onment fo the “c eati e”5. Creating a welcoming environment for the “creative” 
class

6. Workforce development – Quick response to employers’ 
needs
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ENSURING THE SUCCESS OF 
ALL REGIONS OF UTAH
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Percent of Population Age 25-64 with a Bachelor’s Degree 
or Higher, 2000
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Per Capita Personal Income, 2006

Utah (State) = $29,406
Summit (High County) = $57,725

San Juan (Low County) = $16,569

Source:  Regional Economic Information System, 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Department of Commerce

USHE First-Time Freshman Participation Rate by 
County of Origin, Fall 2008
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*First time freshmen divided by 18-24 year olds
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THE FINANCIAL ENVIRONMENTTHE FINANCIAL ENVIRONMENT 
FOR HIGHER EDUCATION IN 
UTAH
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State Tax Capacity & Effort
Utah Indexed to U.S. Average
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Projected State and Local Budget Surplus (Gap) as 
a Percent of Revenues, 2013
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Total Public Higher Education Revenue per FTE
Indexed to US Average1.59

0.78

0.83

slide 33

C
ol

or
ad

o 
Fl

or
id

a 
C

al
if

or
ni

a 
N

or
th

 D
ak

ot
a 

U
ta

h 
W

as
hi

ng
to

n 
N

ew
 H

am
ps

hi
re

 
O

re
go

n 
M

on
ta

na
 

K
an

sa
s 

W
es

t 
V

ir
gi

ni
a 

O
hi

o 
Il

lin
oi

s 
Lo

ui
si

an
a 

So
ut

h 
D

ak
ot

a 
W

is
co

ns
in

 
Id

ah
o 

M
is

si
ss

ip
p

i 
N

ev
ad

a 
M

is
so

ur
i 

N
eb

ra
sk

a 
H

aw
ai

i 
V

ir
gi

ni
a 

M
in

ne
so

ta
 

N
ew

 M
ex

ic
o 

O
kl

ah
om

a 
A

ri
zo

na
 

G
eo

rg
ia

 
A

rk
an

sa
s 

V
er

m
on

t 
Io

w
a 

M
ai

ne
 

In
di

an
a 

N
or

th
 C

ar
ol

in
a 

N
ew

 Y
or

k 
R

ho
de

 I
sl

an
d 

Pe
nn

sy
lv

an
ia

 
M

ic
hi

ga
n 

T
en

ne
ss

ee
 

So
ut

h 
C

ar
ol

in
a 

T
ex

as
 

M
as

sa
ch

us
et

ts
 

N
ew

 J
er

se
y 

C
on

ne
ct

ic
u

t 
K

en
tu

ck
y 

M
ar

yl
an

d 
A

la
ba

m
a 

D
el

aw
ar

e 
A

la
sk

a 
W

yo
m

in
g 

Source: SHEEO SHEF State Higher Education Finance FY 2007

Percentage of Income Needed to Pay for College at Public 
Two- & Four-Year Institutions, 2000-2008
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Undergraduate Credentials Awarded per 100 Full-Time 
Equivalent Students (2007)
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100

Bachelor’s Degrees Awarded as a Percent of High School 
Graduates Six Years Earlier (2007)
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